Regular Meeting

April 8, 2020
Page 1

      The Regular Meeting of the Brasher Town Board was held on April 8, 2020 at the Municipal Building in Brasher Falls, NY with Deputy Supervisor S. Hourihan presiding.

PRESENT:
Mark Peets, Supervisor by video

Christopher Rose, Councilman


Gerald St. Hilaire, Councilman


Derek Bellinger, Councilman


Sue Anne Hourihan, Councilwoman


Larry Hewlett, Highway Superintendent

RECORDING SECRETARY:
Bethany St. Hilaire, Town Clerk
Due to circumstances regarding COVID 19 we did not open to the public in our building but did allow anyone that wanted to call in on the meeting.  No one did this evening.
CALL TO ORDER– Deputy Supervisor Hourihan called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES -A motion was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by C. Rose to accept the minutes of the March 12, 2020 meeting as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.
INDIVIDUAL REPORTS:
Highway Superintendent-

Larry Hewlett submitted his report for April 2020, copy attached to original of these minutes. 
Larry explained that the garage clean-up total was $58,517.93.  Landfill was $30,703.00, trucking was $12,989.00 and NRC was $14,825.00.  It was not as much as he expected so he was pleased with that and it gives us a checkmark for the first round of this clean-up. You all put $80,000 in the budget for that so we have some left for the next task we have to do at that site. 

As far as clean up days go, I would like to see what the Board wishes to do this year.  Larry has spoken with the head of SLC SWD in Massena and they now have new stipulations of what needs to be separated out, it will get difficult for the guys to do if people don’t follow the rules.  They will let us know what weeks we are allowed to have for our Town.  Larry also spoke with the Supervisor in Massena to discuss their voucher system and how it works.  They send out an informational ad, then tax payers have to show proof, they receive a voucher and are allowed a 3-week time frame to bring their truck load to the dump.  It would be more work for Bethany and Marcie but they both agreed to whatever the board wishes to do. S. Hourihan asked for more clarification, would we need man power there?  Larry said no they would just bring their load to the dump like they normally would.  D. Bellinger asked how we would distribute the voucher? Mr. Hewlett stated they would have to come to the Town Hall to pick them up and show proof they are tax payers in this Town. C. Rose asked when we are looking to start this?  Larry states whenever you decide to, I can go and ask if those weeks are available.  That way they may open up on our weeks for longer on Saturdays.  Bethany asked if they owned just land would they be allowed a voucher for that property as well.  They explained that you would get designated number of vouchers for each property you paid taxes for.  D. Bellinger states that he suggests we only give one or two vouchers for each property.  
     A motion was made by G.  St. Hilaire, seconded by D. Bellinger to give tax payers of Brasher a 3-week window to bring in their junk to the dump.  They will receive 2 vouchers for each property they pay taxes for. We will distribute instructions and dump hours with the voucher.  All in favor, motion carried. 
    The next item L. Hewlett asked to discuss is do you want to hire Bill Wolf to do the work around the Town Hall again this spring or do you want the summer kids to start early.  The board would like Larry to ask Bill Wolf to continue to do the work.  If Bill decides he doesn’t want it, will ask the summer kids to start early.  Jack Tyo had a health issue and Larry is unsure if he will be able to return but the summer help will be able to take over his tasks if needed. 
Assessor – Leon Shorette submitted a written report which is attached to the original of these minutes. 
Code Enforcement Officer – Bob Forbes submitted a written report which is attached to the original of these minutes. We have had pictures submitted from JB Osborne for Mr. Forbes to check on a property again and he has asked for a written complaint. 
Town Clerk’s Report – Bethany St. Hilaire submitted report for March 2020, copy attached to the original of these minutes.   
Economic Development – M. Peets states that he sent out the notification regarding NYSERDA approval of the solar project.  There will be public hearings that will take place at the Town Hall however everything will be backed up a bit due to this pandemic.  Once we know we will get it done.  
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NEW BUSINESS- 

Verizon Lease- M. Peets was approached by Verizon.  They like a spot near the New Town Barn for a Tower placement.  He sent the lease agreement to the board to look over and if you think it is a good idea, we can send it off to the Lawyer to take a look at it.  We also need to have Larry meet up with them to look over a placement.  It would be $12,000 per year in revenue for the 5 years and they would then have the opportunity to renew and we could discuss the monthly payment at that time and if we would like it to change. 
     A motion was made by C. Rose, seconded by D. Bellinger to move forward with this contract that has Verizon has sent us. All in favor, motion carried.  M. Peets will send this on for review by Lawyer and we will proceed from there. 

Brasher Senior Class of 2020- D. Bellinger spoke to this and Bethany has been talking to Larry.  This year the Senior class has had their year destroyed by this pandemic.  They are missing out on a lot of their stuff such as prom, class trip etc.  The parents and school are hoping to get banners to hang in town along the light poles to honor them.  He explains he is just putting it out there incase they need some assistance monetarily or with man power to get these up would we be willing to help them out. There will be more to come as far as information.  Maybe we could rent a lift for discounted rate if need be. 

     A motion was made to support the Senior Class and to table until the next meeting when more information arrives by D. Bellinger, seconded by G. St. Hilaire.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Dentist Rent Relief- M. Peets state he was contacted by the Dentist who had asked for a break on the rent for a few months as he has been unable to see patients due to pandemic.  Mr. Peets did contact other Town Supervisor’s involved with the building and they all agreed that would be fair.  We would start with 2 months of relief and evaluate in the 3rd month.  If need be, we can do a payment plan in the future as this is not something he could control.  

     A motion was made by G. St. Hilaire, seconded by D. Bellinger to support the rent relief for the dentist as planned above.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Loan Relief- IDA contacted M. Peets to see if those who have used our small business loan could get a break on payment. As a good gesture, could we allow them 2 months and possibly a 3rd month as payment free months and pick it back up when things get better. 
     A motion was made by C. Rose, seconded by D. Bellinger to support the small business loan holders as noted above.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Mr. Peets also wanted to report that we haven’t been officially told but we are probably not going to get any casino funds for the rest of year with it being closed. We will look at the budget closely when he is able to get out of work and we may have to move some things around.  We also won’t have as much in sales tax as many people are staying in. We may have to put the salt and sand shed on hold as well.  Mr. Peets explains he isn’t worried about some other things as we have budgeted appropriately but I do want to make some concessions to make sure next year goes smoothly. 

APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLS

The Town Board auditing committee had audited the following bills as presented for payment for April 8, 2020. A question on the bill from Northern Computers was to see if there was a contract with them as they thought it was all inclusive.  M. Peets explains that what he had been doing was above and beyond the contract to update the security system. 
      A motion was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by S. Hourihan, to pay all the bills as presented by the Town Clerk and audited by the Town Board Auditing Committee.  All in favor, motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING

      A motion was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by S. Hourihan to adjourn the meeting at 
5:10 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the Brasher Town Board will be held at the Municipal Building in Brasher Falls, NY at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13, 2020.
Respectfully submitted,
Bethany St. Hilaire
Town Clerk
