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      The Regular Meeting of the Brasher Town Board was held on February 10, 2021 virtually due to COVID 19 in Brasher Falls, NY with Supervisor M. Peets presiding.

PRESENT:
Mark Peets, Supervisor


Christopher Rose, Councilman


Gerald St. Hilaire, Councilman


Derek Bellinger, Councilman

Sue Ann Hourihan, Councilwoman

RECORDING SECRETARY:
Bethany St. Hilaire, Town Clerk

ALSO:
Larry Hewlett, Bob Forbes, Bob Beckstead
                                                                           Leon Shorette
CALL TO ORDER /APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Supervisor Peets called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  A motion was made by G. St. Hilaire, seconded S. Hourihan to accept the minutes of the January 06, 2021 organizational meeting as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR- no one had any comments this meeting. 
INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
Highway Superintendent- L. Hewlett had submitted his written report for February 2021 which is attached to the original of these minutes. The report was read aloud.  S. Hourihan asked if the trouble with truck #11 was the whole truck or just the frame. They explained just the frame.  Larry will get pricing from 2 different companies.  She then asked how old this truck was and it was noted it is a 2011.  Mr. Peets states that this truck will be next in line to be replaced and will become a back up truck but that shouldn’t be until 2026.  G. St. Hilaire said so this will be the truck in line to replace, he was just clarifying.  M. Peets stated yes.  
Assessor – L. Shorette submitted a written report dated February 2021 which is attached to the original of these minutes.  M. Peets read through his report and explained to the board that he had spoken to Bruce Green at the Real Property office in Canton.  They have given Leon a deadline of February 19th and it looks like he and Allen will meet it.  M. Peets wanted to thank them for completing this huge job. Land values should be 100% or close to it and should now match other Towns. Equalization rate will be better.  Some land amounts increased but all in all not too big of a change for most property owners unless they have added on to their property and it wasn’t documented.  S. Hourihan asked if Allen would be done at this deadline.  Mr. Peets answered yes.  G. St. Hilaire stated job well done.  
Code Enforcement Officer – R. Forbes submitted a written report dated 2/10/21 which is attached to the original of these minutes. S. Hourihan stated we have really become Amish country.  Mr. Forbes answered yes, several families have moved into the area. 
Town Clerk’s Report – Bethany St. Hilaire submitted report for January 2021, copy attached to the original of these minutes. 
Justice Court Yearly Reports 2020- M. Peets sent the yearly report to the Department of Criminal Justice.  He explained as you can see court was closed for quite sometime and still is closed at the moment, you can tell by the number of cases and money brought in.  

      A motion was made to accept these reports from Judge Mahoney and Judge Burns for 2020 by C. Rose, seconded by S. Hourihan.  All in favor, motion carried. 

S. Hourihan notes that when she did the Audit, Marcie knew without hesitation all the answers.  I just want to say she is doing an impressive job and has learned quickly.   
Economic Development – M. Peets explains they are still working on getting a Verizon Tower.  FAA is still not happy with another site they had asked about. The Verizon officials are looking at a few other Town properties but we may have to let them move on to residential properties. 
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M. Peets also notes that the meeting with the solar farm company North Side Energies posed some questions and The Lawyers suggested we have a resolution that you will see in the next agenda item. 

Resolution # 12-2021- Resolution Authorizing the Town Supervisor of the Town of Brasher to Execute Certain Stipulations with the Applicant in Case 17-F-0598 Before the NY State Board on Electric Generation Siting and the Environment.  The Resolution is attached to the original of these minutes. 
      A motion was made by G. St. Hilaire, seconded by D. Bellinger to approve this Resolution.  All in favor, motion carried. 
Resolution #13-2021- Budget Amendment in the 2020 Town of Brasher budget

Whereas, the Town of Brasher needs to amend budget in fiscal year 2020 to cover necessary appropriations through December 31, 2020 due to unforeseen expenditures. 

            Whereas, the line 11 of Resolution #39-2020, be rescinded. 


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Brasher Town Board hereby authorizes budget line-item transfers in the amounts listed below for the fiscal year 2020.  The following appropriations need to be increased by the following amounts from excess revenues and or unexpended fund balances to cover associated expenses:

	Amount $:
	Transfer From:
	Transfer To:

	$.02
	CM 5110.1 Highway Rd. Repairs
	    CM 6989.1 Eco Dev. Coordinator

	$ 6,026.66
	DA 9010.8 State Retirement
	DA 9060.8 Medical Ins.

	
	
	

	
	
	


 This resolution was moved by Councilman C. Rose, seconded by Councilwoman S. Hourihan, for its adoption.  All in favor, motion carried. 
Shared Service Agreement with NYSDOT- M. Peets explains that this is a service we have agreed upon for years but now they are giving us the option to approve it in 4-year increments. It is financially a good plan. The original is attached to the minutes. 

      A motion was made by G. St. Hilaire, seconded by S. Hourihan to accept the 4-year service agreement as noted.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Helena Water Project Quote- M. Peets states that Cornerstone services is the only one that provided a quote for the Helena Water work.  He read aloud the estimate of $20,603.00.  Original is attached to these minutes. M. Peets thought it would be higher but when read aloud it includes labor and material.  C. Rose asked if the change of filters would actually be done by Cornerstone or if Steve had to do it. M. Peets felt they will do the first change then Steve will do. 
     A motion was made by S. Hourihan, seconded by D. Bellinger to accept this quote by Cornerstone services. All in favor, motion carried. 

Helena Outdoor Rink- M. Peets explains that we had a social media upheaval.  We had people in Helena open the rink on their own.  A recreation member was passing by and saw several (over the number of people suggested to gather) kids in the warming shack with no masks on.  They asked them to shut it down and leave.  At no time did recreation approve this opening and in fact had decided to keep it closed for this year as it was recommended by insurance company.  A plan was submitted by the couple that had opened it on their own and they have asked us to take a look at it.  Mr. Peets states we can take a look but ultimately it is a recreation decision. 
S. Hourihan asked about the liability of the Town. M. Peets was planning on asking if the recreation had any insurance on the Helena rink other than what the Town provides.  Mark Goodnow states as long as you have a plan NYMIR will follow but need to be thorough and needs to be followed at all times. It has been a terrible year for all with Covid and there isn’t much time left for ice but Mr. Peets asked the board to read through the plan submitted and we will let the recreation board meet to make final decision. 
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APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLS

The Town Board auditing committee had audited the following bills as presented for payment for February 10, 2021.

  A motion was made by C. Rose, seconded by G. St. Hilaire, to pay all the bills as presented by the Town Clerk and audited by the Town Board Auditing Committee.  
All in favor, motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING

      Supervisor Peets adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m. with a motion that was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by S. Hourihan.  All in favor, motion carried. 

The next regular meeting of the Brasher Town Board will be held at the Municipal Building in Brasher Falls, NY at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 10, 2021.
Respectfully submitted,
Bethany St. Hilaire
Town Clerk
