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PRESENT:
Mark Peets, Supervisor


Gerald St. Hilaire, Councilman

Derek Bellinger, Councilman


Jodi White, Councilwoman

                                                                           Christopher Rose, Councilman 
                                                              
Larry Hewlett, Highway Superintendent
Florence Patterson, Carl Patterson, Terri Passon, Larry Hewlett, Bob Forbes, and Leon Shorette were also present. 
RECORDING SECRETARY:
Bethany St. Hilaire, Town Clerk
CALL TO ORDER/APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Supervisor Peets called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  A motion was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by J. White to approve the minutes of the April 13th Public Hearing/regular meeting as presented by the Town clerk.  All in favor, motion carried.  
Privilege of the floor: Mr. Peets explained the rules of the meeting and timeframe of 3 minutes per person for privilege of the floor. No one chose to speak this date. 
REPORTS

Highway Superintendent- L. Hewlett submitted his written report for April 2022; a copy is attached to the original of these minutes. Larry noted they started to pave with Stockholm this week. Also, we will try to get some sealing in this year around town.  The sealing will give us 8 more years of life on those roads before we have to pave them. It should be around $25,000 to do that.  

As far as the sewer goes Steve gave us the cost of the specimen fridges, this is where he keeps the samples.  In that room the chlorine gets into the building and it rots the pieces off.  Steve would like to move the fridges into the bathroom.  Larry thinks it is a good idea, may give us more time with this equipment.  Steve will do some of the plumbing to replace these.  The one Hach fridge that costs $7,353 was the one we had; it was a very good fridge. Larry and Steve feel this would be the best to replace it with. It isn’t that it stopped working it is that the rot takes over but if we put it in a different room should last longer.  M. Peets stated if anyone wants to go over, all should see how the plant works.  This replacement and moving the equipment should set us up for years to come.  We will get to defer some of this cost from Stockholm and the school and the Sewer account is in good shape.  Larry reminded how toxic that room is, it rots the door and the fan gets most of it but is tough.  C. Rose stated we could tour it sometime again like the other tour.  The model they recommend is $1,000 more but they are good quality and we know this brand. 
Motion was made by J. St. Hilaire, seconded by D. Bellinger for the Hach Samplers fridge 5.5 gallon $7353,00 Each to be ordered to replace the two at the plant.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Mark will call Steve to get them ordered. 

All have a copy of the CHIPS paperwork.  Larry explains the bottom-line POP is the governor’s present don’t expect it to happen again next year. Larry also reports is working on new Truck and excavator estimate, hopefully will have that next meeting. 

Water has nothing to report this month. 
Assessor- Leon Shorette submitted a report dated April 2022.  A copy is attached to the original of these minutes. 

He notes he has been sitting with roll for two nights already and has had a few calls and a few stop in to discuss their assessments. 
He heard SLIC may have won their battle with the state, Leon feels it should have been settled years ago as they are a franchise.  This will affect 500,000 of assessed value but won’t have a confirmation until later in the year. 
Code Enforcement-
R. Forbes submitted his written report dated 05/11/2022.  Copy attached to the original of these minutes.  Mr. Forbes notes that he has had 18 permits this year so far.  He explains the state is pushing this food truck permitting so planning is working on that at this time. 

Planning board is looking at sample codes in surrounding Towns like Massena who already have one in place.
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M. Peets explains that he and Bob rode around to look at the FEMA flood plain properties. We are hoping they accept the two surveys we have to have done from the properties of Dan Phelix and Terry Gardner. We will give you a report when we have that complete.

Town Clerk-
Bethany St. Hilaire submitted the town clerk report for April, 2022.  Copy attached to the original of these minutes. C. Rose asked how old a dog has to be licensed.  Bethany answered that they have to have their rabies shot to be put into the computer so however old they can be for that.
Economic Development –
M. Peets explains that D. Bellinger met with Borolex another solar company.  They are in the beginning stages and aren’t an article 10 but they are close to filing.  Mr. Peets notes they are looking at 200-megawatt facility in the Towns of Massena and Brasher, again the majority of that project will be in Brasher.  Another revenue source for us as the state continues to want to move toward this type of renewable energy. They plan on doing some public hearings to get public input when they get to that point in the application process. 
OLD BUSINESS-
DUFLO insect Spray – M. Peets states we are only going to be doing one spray this year. Spoke with Jeff he will send a new contract. D. Bellinger asked if we have an option to do a second.  M. Peets states no they couldn’t promise anything at all and to be financially conscious we will just sign on for the one time this year.  Derek states we are off to a strong start, bugs are horrible! M. Peets agreed and hopefully they can get a spray in soon. 
Fence- M. Peets asked if the board wanted to go vinyl, wood, short or tall?  How many feet will we need Jerry St. Hilaire asked, Bethany states 145 feet.  J. White asked, would vinyl be easier to maintain?  D. Bellinger felt wood would be easier, it could be painted if someone does something to the fence. C. Rose felt 6 feet high would keep people from jumping over it or climbing it. 

     Motion was made by councilman C. Rose, seconded by D. Bellinger to have the fence in the park be wood and 6 feet high. All in favor, motion carried. 
Shred Event- Just a reminder of Free Shred event May 21nd 9AM-12PM right here in the parking lot for those taxpayers in the Town of Brasher. Your documents will be shredded in front of you. Mr. Peets we are pleased to be able to offer services for the people. 

NEW BUSINESS- 

Car Show Date- M. Peets states he is looking at August 24th for the car show 4pm-8pm. 
Banners out front on Main Street- Bethany explained that when the guys went to hang the banners that are decorative, that pertain to the Town, a lot of the business are no longer.  She asked if she had permission to look into new more generic version so that they wouldn’t become obsolete so fast.  The board agreed to let her look into that. She will try to have quote by next meeting. 
Williamson Law Contract for Payroll Software- M. Peets explains that this is the annual software that Angie uses for payroll and accounting. M. Peets states we have it in the budget and she really likes this program and their support. 

 A motion by J. White, seconded by G. St. Hilaire, to continue with Williamson Law Contract for the 2022 year.  All in favor, motion carried. 
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RESOLUTION #20-2022 Land Claims- Town of Brasher position as it pertains to the Land Claim.  Mark Peets read the resolution aloud. 
WHEREAS, The Town of Brasher is not listed as a co-plaintiff in the original land claim: and

WHEREAS, Town of Brasher had originally offered approximately 800 acres for willing buyer willing seller for pre-MOU discussions with New York State; and 

WHEREAS, since the Town of Brasher originally only offered 800 acres and as of the MOU signed in 2014 is now 3440 acres with no representation from the town during negotiations; and

WHEREAS, due to the increase in acres and no representation with the negotiations the MOU does not benefit the Town of Brasher equally monetarily for the land that is being offered as willing buyer and willing seller; and

WHEREAS, the position of the Town of Brasher that the MOU St. Lawrence County has negotiated had not the best interest of the Town of Brasher and with no representation at the table; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town of Brasher, is notifying St. Lawrence County, New York State, and the Akwesasne Mohawk Tribal Council that the Town of Brasher will not agree to the MOU without representation from the Town of Brasher, and also to note that the land will not be available for willing buyer willing seller until the Town of Brasher is invited to the table to negotiate on behalf of the best interest of our residents. 
A motion was made by G. St. Hilaire, seconded by C. Rose to discuss this.  All in favor, motion carried. 

M. Peets states he has a copy of the 2014 Land claim.  It all started back when Jim Dawson was here.  Mark called Allen Peterman who is the rep. that deals with the state and the tribe.  The one thing he wanted to reiterate to Allen is we are not noted as a claimant.  I want him to know that we would be like to be listed in the land claim.  The county negotiated so much without us and that is a contention with previous supervisor and myself.  Years ago, the original amount of land discussed was 800 acres and this document offers them 3440 acres from our Town. M. Peets wanted to ask why does the Town of Massena and Town of Brasher get the same amount of money when Town of Brasher has triple the land they want.  We would like a seat at the table to negotiate with them.  Our Town has so much more to lose than others.   The only way to make us whole by that is to get a financial settlement.  As it states now, the Towns would be getting upfront $937,500 each and we would also get $725,000 per year after that.  M. Peets notes he just doesn’t feel we should be getting the same amount as Massena.  We did not ever officially offer them 3440 acres but it states that in this claim.  C. Rose asked if this change happened would this land effect the school district lines.  M. Peets answered that everything that is included in the land claims already is Salmon River school district. 

M. Peets explains if we pass it, we won’t mail it just yet but he would like to be able to send once we hear back from the lawyers.  

     This resolution was moved by Councilwoman J. White, seconded by Councilman G. St. Hilaire. All in favor, motion carried. 
APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLS

The Town Board auditing committee had audited the following bills as presented for payment for May 11, 2022.
      A motion was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by J. White to pay all bills as presented by the Town Clerk and audited by the Town Board Auditing Committee.  All in favor, motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT
      A motion was made by D. Bellinger, seconded by J. White to adjourn the meeting at 5:05 p.m.  All in favor, motion carried. The next regular meeting of the Brasher Town Board will be held at the Municipal building in Brasher Falls, NY at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 2022.
Respectfully Submitted,  

Bethany St. Hilaire, Town Clerk

